AP Biology

Examination Preparation Tips
AP Biology Exam( May 11th @ 8AM

How should you prepare during the last few days before the test?
1. Spaced review is BEST:  make many “lighter” passes through big sections of your notes, rather than cramming one section at a time and then never looking at it again.  You learn best with spaced repetition.

2. The night before the test (Sunday, May 11th), lay out all of the items you should take to the exam.  This will help you be relaxed and in control;

a. A watch (to pace yourself)

b. BLACK INK ballpoint pens (bring a few)

c. #2 pencils (a few—or mechanical pencils with extra lead) AND a GOOD ERASER.

d. A drink and QUIET munchies for the BREAK 

e. Kleenex, a sweatshirt, and/or other items to keep you comfortable.

3. DO NOT stay up before the exam!!!!  GET AT LEAST 8 HOURS OF SLEEP THE TWO NIGHTS BEFORE THE EXAM!!!!

What is the test like?  The test has 2 sections.  Section I consists of  Part A:  Multiple Choice and Part B: Grid-In (Calculator) Questions

1. In section one, you have 90 minutes to answer 63 multiple choice questions AND complete 6 grid-in (calculator) questions. (50% of the Exam Score)
a. TIMING = Figure you have approximately 1 minute/multiple choice question (so shoot for being done with multiple choice in about 1 hour & 5 minutes)  and approximately 2 minutes/grid-in (so give yourself about 20 minutes for the grind-ins).  TIME YOURSELF WELL!

b. You are not expected to “know” all of them.  RELAX!!

c. STRATEGIES – START WITH THE GRID-IN QUESTIONS 1ST?!?!?  SKIP QUESTIONS WITH LONG INTROS AND ONLY 1 QUESTION ASSOCIATED WITH IT?!?!?!?!?  DO ALL OF THE PROBLEMS THAT YOU KNOW FIRST – THEN GO BACK AND RULE OUT ANSWERS FOR ONES THAT ARE MORE DIFFICULT.

2. There is a break between parts one and two of the exam.

3. In section two, you have 80 minutes to answer two 10-point LONG free response questions and 6 SHORT free response (1 paragraph, 3 sentences, etc...) .  (50% of the texam score)

a. You will have a 10 minute reading period to read the questions and 

b. Plan on 20 minutes to do each essay and 5 minutes per short free response, and STICK to your plan!!!!!

c. START WITH THE ONES YOU KNOW THE BEST (YOU DON’T HAVE TO ANSWER THEM IN ORDER!!!).

d. You aren’t expected to “know everything.”  7 points on each questions is VERY good!!!

How is your test graded?

Each summer graders (teachers and professors) go to a university for a week and grade the AP Biology exams (92,000 exams in 2001!!!).

1. The multiple choice section is machine graded.

2. The free responses are hand graded.  Each answer is read only once.

3. Scores of 1-5 are usually sent out the second week in July.

AP Biology

How to review the Content of the Course for the AP Biology Exam

Step One:  Find out what you need to know for the exam.
Because you have a limited amount of time, you can’t learn everything.  
1. Familiarize yourself with the exam format – read the college board’s description of the AP Biology exam “About The Exam”
2. Review the “AP Biology Exam Equations” Sheet (go to schoolloop:  Biology1AP – AP Exam Resources Folder(”AP Exam Equations Sheet”
3. Familiarize yourself with the Grid – In Questions and the Free Response Questions by going to the website “Clear Biology” (http://www.clearbiology.com).  Read the following two blog posts.
a. ‘Tips for Answering AP Biology Free Response Questions”  (http://www.clearbiology.com/tips-for-answering-ap-biology-free-response-questions/).  CLICK THROUGH AND REALLY STUDY THE “POWER WORDS FOR THE AP BIOLOGY EXAM” Haiku Deck.  VERY, VERY IMPORTANT!!!
b. “How to Answer the Grid-In Response on the AP Biology Test” (http://www.clearbiology.com/grid-in-response/) 
4. Begin reviewing:  Start your review of a Unit by looking at the topic outline.  Focus your review on the topics in the outline first, then use the rest of your time to learn more details or study related topics. 
Step Two:  Figure out what you do know and refresh your memory, THEN, figure out what you DON”T know, and what you’ve gotten wrong and fill-in/correct your knowledge. 

Some ways to do this…

1. Read the key concepts at the beginning of each chapter or the “review of key concepts” at the end of the chapter and try to explain the concepts, then, CHECK to see if you are right by looking in the chapter.

2. Take the self quiz at the end of each chapter and CHECK your answers.  Go study the sections you got wrong, and the questions you weren’t sure about.

3. Look at every picture and diagram in the chapter and try to explain the concept, then CHECK to wee what you got wrong or forgot, and correct/study the concepts.
4. Share study ideas with each other!!!

Step Three:  Synthesize and relate the concepts you have learned to one another


Try to connect all the ideas from one chapter together.  Try to connect ideas from different chapters together.

1. Ask yourself BIG QUESTIONS Ex.  “What the big idea about water?  Why is it important to life?  How does the structure and function of water relate to how cells work?  How does the structure and function of water relate to how plants function?”

2. Pick a few free response questions from each unit and outline answers to them, then CHECK your answers using your book.  (I have sample free response questions for each topic!!!  Come see me!!).

3. Use the annotated course outline and the “themes” and try and come up with as many DEVIOUS free response questions you can; outline answers!

4. Answer the challenge questions at the end of each chapter.

5. Answer the questions in the Annotated course outline.

